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Ecotourism, or nature-based tourism, is one of the most important forms of tourism that
shows the highest compatibility with sustainable livelihoods. It plays a key role in rural
sustainable development and livelihood sustainability. The aim of this study is to
compare the views of nomads and experts regarding the impacts of ecotourism on the
sustainable livelihood of the Turkashvand tribe in Hamadan Province. The statistical
population consisted of 45 nomads, of whom 40 were selected using the Krejcie and
Morgan table, and 10 experts from the General Office of Nomadic Affairs in Hamadan
were selected through a census method. Data were collected using a questionnaire with
acceptable reliability (Cronbach’s alpha: 0.81 for nomads and 0.84 for experts). The
results indicated significant differences between the two groups in most of the
sustainable livelihood indicators, especially in financial-economic and natural-
ecological capitals. However, there was no significant difference regarding the
“household labor force” in human capital, and the indicators of “unity and cohesion
within customary structures,” “participation,” and “mutual trust among nomads” in
social capital. The divergence in viewpoints is attributed to differing perceptions and
expectations; for instance, nomads often have short-term and practical expectations,
while experts tend to adopt a more strategic and long-term perspective. It is
recommended that both groups participate simultaneously in planning processes to
effectively utilize ecotourism potential for sustainable livelihood improvement.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: Ecotourism, a form of nature-based tourism, is globally recognized for its high compatibility with sustainable
livelihoods and its potential role in rural development. As a tool for socio-economic diversification, ecotourism offers an
alternative income source, especially for communities with limited access to conventional economic infrastructures. In
developing countries, it has gained prominence due to its perceived ability to simultaneously conserve natural resources and
uplift local communities. Nomadic communities, by virtue of their deep-rooted connection to nature, traditional lifestyles,
and rich cultural heritage, possess unique capacities for ecotourism development. The Turkashvand tribe, a traditional
nomadic community in Hamadan Province, Iran, embodies such potential, having preserved a distinctive way of life through
centuries of seasonal migration and livestock-based economy. Despite the growing discourse on ecotourism and rural
livelihoods, limited attention has been given to its specific implications for tribal and nomadic communities. This study aims
to assess and compare the perceptions of two key stakeholder groups, nomads and policy experts regarding the impact of
ecotourism on sustainable livelihood indicators within the Turkashvand tribe. By evaluating five core livelihood capitals
(physical, financial, natural, human, and social), this study contributes to the understanding of ecotourism’s multifaceted
effects and provides recommendations for participatory, culturally-sensitive planning models.

Materials and Methods: The study was conducted in the summer rangelands of the Turkashvand tribe located in
Hamadan Province. The research utilized a mixed-methods approach combining quantitative data from the questionnaires
with qualitative insights from interviews and field observations. The statistical population included 45 nomads, from
whom 40 were selected using the Krejcie and Morgan sampling table, and 10 experts from the General Office of Nomadic
Affairs were included through a census method. The primary tool for data collection was a structured questionnaire with
Likert-scale items addressing livelihood indicators. Reliability analysis using Cronbach’s alpha yielded acceptable scores:
0.81 for the nomadic respondents and 0.84 for the expert group. Validity was confirmed through expert review. The study
assessed five categories of livelihood capital: physical (e.g., infrastructure access), financial (e.g., income stability,
banking services), natural/ecological (e.g., biodiversity, environmental quality), human (e.g., education, labor force), and
social (e.g., participation, cohesion, trust). Data analysis involved descriptive statistics and inferential methods, including
Mann—Whitney U tests to compare group perceptions, Spearman correlations, Friedman rankings, and stepwise multiple
regression to determine the influence of each capital on overall livelihood sustainability. The research was conducted over
a two-year period (2014-2016), encompassing seasonal observation of migration cycles and local ecotourism activities.

Results and Discussion: The findings revealed a significant divergence between nomadic and expert perceptions across
most livelihood capitals. Experts tended to rate ecotourism’s impact more positively, especially in financial and ecological
dimensions, while nomads exhibited a cautious or critical view, particularly regarding basic needs and service access.
Notably, no significant difference was found between the two groups concerning indicators such as “household labor force”
(human capital), and “participation,” “social cohesion,” and “mutual trust” (social capital). This convergence implies a shared
understanding of intra-community dynamics despite differing outlooks on external interventions. Regression analysis
indicated that all five capitals significantly contributed to overall livelihood sustainability, with natural/ecological capital
being the most influential (f = 0.43), followed by social (f = 0.38), financial (B = 0.31), human (§ = 0.26), and physical
capital (B = 0.21). The results support the hypothesis that ecotourism impacts are multidimensional and context-dependent.
Nomads generally prioritize tangible, immediate benefits, while experts emphasize long-term strategic gains. The study
aligns with broader international literature highlighting that the success of ecotourism initiatives in indigenous communities
hinges upon inclusive governance, fair benefit distribution, and local participation. The lack of significant perceived benefit
in infrastructure and access services (e.g., clean water, public transport) signals a disconnect between tourism development
and everyday livelihood needs, underscoring the need for integrated planning.

Conclusion: This study demonstrates that ecotourism exerts complex and uneven effects on the livelihoods of nomadic
communities. While it shows potential to enhance financial, physical, and social dimensions, its success depends on
bridging the perceptual gap between nomads and experts. Ensuring meaningful participation of nomadic stakeholders in
planning, tailoring interventions to local realities, and prioritizing infrastructure that serves both tourism and community
welfare are key to sustainable outcomes. Natural and social capitals emerged as critical leverage points in enhancing
livelihood resilience. Thus, ecotourism strategies must be culturally grounded, equity-driven, and environmentally sound
to effectively support sustainable livelihoods among nomadic populations like the Turkashvand tribe.
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